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Polish actress, who was considered one of the greatest
artists in English tragedy. After some years in Poland,
she acted more and more in America, where she eventually
settled. She was both beautiful and intellectually acute,
and Paderewski considered her his most notable friend.
During these holidays, both Modjeska and her husband
were impressed by his music and his personality. Modjeska
had enough artistic instinct and experience to appreciate
her compatriot's remarkable gifts ; she knew the peculiarly
Polish heritage in her own art, and she was able to perceive
it in his ; but she also had sufficient knowledge of Western
culture to see its elements in Paderewski. It seemed certain
that he would be able to create in himself a particularly
successful blend of the Polish and the non-Polish. In 1876
Modjeska described the young artist of twenty-six as " a
man of wide culture, of witty, sometimes biting tongue, a
man wide awake to all matters of personal interest who
knew and understood the world ..." Paderewski must
indeed have impressed Poland's finest actress : one of the
supreme actresses of the world. Her appreciation of his
personality strengthened his own faith in himself. It was
more to him than just the opinion of a wise friend. The
words of an intelligent woman meant to him at least as
much as those of an intelligent man. Paderewski believed
in women, and there was no superiority, no cynicism, in
his attitude towards them. He could make women under-
stand everything. A woman's trivial emotions, that other
men scarce bothered to cast aside with even a be-
littling smile, he could appreciate with all the seriousness
that they demanded. He treated women with that inborn
chivalry3 arousing a sense of thrilling expectation which
they particularly treasure in a man. Modjeska's belief
in him made him take the most vital decision of his life,
to start a career, which until now had hardly dared to
venture from the kingdom of dreams, to face the light of
reality. He decided to become a pianist. Most pianists
of the time took that decision at the age of about five. To